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The preamble of the treaty declared that Great
Britain and the United States desired to consolidate their
friendship by " setting forth and fixing in a convention
their views and intentions with reference to any means
of communication by ship-canal, which may be con-
structed between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, by the
way of the River San Juan de Nicaragua, and by either
or both of the Lakes of Nicaragua or Managua, to any
port or place on the Pacific Ocean." By the first article
each of the contracting parties bound itself never to
exercise "any exclusive control over the said ship-canal."
It was further agreed that neither would " ever erect or
maintain any fortifications commanding the same, or in
the vicinity thereof, or occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or
assume or exercise any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or any part of Central
America." Nor was either to make use of any pro-
tectorate or alliance, present or future, " for the purpose
of erecting or maintaining any such fortifications, or of
occupying, fortifying or colonizing Nicaragua, Costa Rica,
the Mosquito Coast, or any part of Central America, or
of assuming or exercising dominion over the same."
Lastly, neither was to attempt to gain for itself ex-
clusive advantages in the matter of navigating the canal
when made. The second article declared that, in the
event of war between the contracting parties, vessels of
both traversing the canal were to be exempt from
blockade, detention or capture, and it was laid down
that "this provision shall extend to such a distance from
the two ends of the said canal as it may hereafter be
found expedient to establish." The third article stipu-
lated for the protection of the persons employed in
making the canal. The fourth pledged the contracting